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ABSTRACT

The levels of educational units, including PAUD, have begun to reflect the freedom of the
independent curriculum. The independent curriculum is a new curriculum, it needs to
be understood that it is not easy to develop a new curriculum for educational units.
Educators often experience polemics due to this when the curriculum is changed.
However, not all early childhood education institutions implement the independent
curriculum considering that there is still a need for knowledge and preparation and
implementation of the independent curriculum. Therefore, researchers want to explain
the theories and regulations that exist in the independent curriculum. The aim of this
research is to understand the concept of independent learning and the structure of an
independent curriculum in early childhood education. This research uses a qualitative
descriptive method. Literature study was used to collect data, namely through journals
and books related to the independent curriculum in early childhood education. Using
data analysis techniques, researchers describe exactly what they found. Research
findings show that the Ministry of Education and Culture's independent learning ideas
are compatible with the independent curriculum. The basic framework for curriculum
preparation and structure must be carefully considered in creating an independent
curriculum. The profile of Pancasila students in the independent curriculum includes:
a) devotion to God Almighty; b) independent; c) cooperate with other people;
d) global diversity; e) critical reasoning; and f) innovative and creative. Through the
curriculum structure, learning principles, assessment and learning outcomes, and the
independent curriculum refers to the National Education Standards reference standards.
Intracurricular activities included in the independent curriculum function to increase
the profile of Pancasila students. Apart from that, there are learning outcomes that must
be met in relation to three aspects: religious values and character, self-identity, as well as
the basics of literacy and STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts and
mathematics).
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Law of the Republic of Indonesia of 2003 Number 20 (Concerning the National
Education System) states that teachers are educators who consciously and purposefully
create a learning experience and atmosphere that can develop so that students can
effectively develop their potential so that they have character, useful knowledge, an
honorable individual, has the rights necessary for himself, society and the State.

The Ministry of Education and Culture as a driving force for educational growth has
undoubtedly played an important role in realizing an increase in the quality of human
resources in Indonesia. In developing human resources, several policies and actions have
been implemented to achieve educational goals.

108


mailto:sri.yuliastini@student.undiksha.ac.id

AcademCraft: Open Access Journal
DOI 10.18551/academcraft | Volume 1, 2024

Every regulation will always be updated in line with developments over time
because education will continue to develop. To achieve the educational goals that have
been set, human resources are one of the most crucial components. In the world of
education, not only human resources are important, but also the curriculum is one of the
things that must be present in order to carry out learning in educational units.

Learning includes a curriculum, and the curriculum itself is very determining. The
curriculum is a component of content standards, which can be seen through the lens of
national education standards, where the main concept that is the basis and guideline for
preparing educational activities in schools is the curriculum. Without a curriculum,
schools will not be able to set learning goals. Curriculum is needed not only by
universities, but is supplemented by an educational foundation from early childhood
education to high school (SMA).

The term “early childhood” refers to a program of study that begins immediately
after birth and is offered to children for a period of time to provide them with a more
challenging educational experience. There are many things that need to be developed in
early childhood, starting from cognitive, religious and moral development. Aspects of
fostering language development - physical, motoric, social and emotional that cannot be
ignored every day. The foundation of every skill that a child will develop is laid in the
golden years or early childhood. This golden age is the best time for parents and
educators to unleash their children's full potential. Due to the ongoing education crisis in
Indonesia, which does not seem to get better every year, children need special attention
at this time. The COVID-19 pandemic, which has hit all regions of Indonesia in the last
few years, has contributed to the education crisis in Indonesia. As a result, the learning
process at school is hampered, many children are left behind in their studies and the
learning gap is getting bigger.

As a means of overcoming this crisis, systematic changes are needed in education,
one of which is through curriculum changes. The teaching and learning process in the
classroom is closely related to the curriculum because the curriculum contains various
materials and methods to achieve the learning objectives that will be taught to children.
In relation to the curriculum, a more in-depth discussion of the analysis of independent
learning in the independent curriculum in PAUD and how it is implemented in PAUD
education units is needed to increase in-depth understanding of how to learn
independently in the independent curriculum in early childhood education.

Based on the explanation above, the researcher conducted a more in-depth
literature review by raising the topic of independent learning in the independent
curriculum in PAUD with the hope of providing a deeper understanding of independent
learning in the independent curriculum in early childhood education for all parties
involved in its implementation.

METHODS OF RESEARCH

This research uses qualitative research, where the literature study chosen in this
research approach is used to investigate various existing theories and regulations
regarding the idea of independent learning in the independent curriculum and its
preparation in early childhood education units.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In order to implement the independent learning process designed in PAUD, the
Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia (Kemendikbud RI) in
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2022 has implemented three curriculum alternatives that can be used as a reference for
each educational unit, depending on the circumstances and ability to implement the
curriculum the. So each PAUD institution can choose the curriculum it wants to
implement. There are alternative curricula that can be used, such as the 2013
curriculum, the simplified 2013 curriculum and also the independent curriculum
(Munawar, 2022).

Understanding the fundamental framework and structure of an independent
curriculum is of course necessary before delving into it. Educators need to understand
the direction of change: (1) the independent curriculum structure is more flexible, with
lesson hours targeted for completion within a year; (2) the selected material is more
focused and appropriate to the child's developmental stage; (3) teachers are free to
choose various teaching materials based on children's needs and characteristics; and (4)
teachers are supported with various possible references they independently carry out
teaching practices and various best practices.

The idea of independent learning is expected to improve personality so that
humans can believe in God Almighty, be responsible, knowledgeable, as well as be
creative and innovative (Rasmani et al., 2022). In PAUD, freedom to learn can also mean
freedom to play. Activities can be chosen by children based on their growth and
development. Freedom of learning is a time when teachers are able to think for
themselves and develop their potential to achieve educational goals without being
bound by educational obligations.

The Minister of Education and Culture explained the concept of independent
learning, namely applying the curriculum in the learning process which is carried out in
a pleasant atmosphere, which means it is fun for everyone involved in the teaching and
learning process, namely students, teachers and parents (Nasution, 2022). The aim of
freedom to learn is not only to develop children's writing and reading skills, but also to
help them hone their problem-solving skills, encourage them to reason so they have
broad and complex understanding, and help them develop themselves in various fields,
not just cognitive development.

Nadiem Makarim as Minister of Education and Culture explained the concept of
independent learning, namely, applying the curriculum to a fun learning process,
encouraging creative and innovative thinking on the part of teachers, and encouraging
children to respond positively to every learning activity (Fathan, 2020). The Indonesian
education system can be improved through an independent curriculum. Children are
educated and honed through independent learning so that they have communication,
creativity, cooperation and critical thinking skills. Children are capable developing their
character and social skills at the same time, being able to be creative and innovative in
various fields as a result.

Freedom to study or freedom to learn is a concept that allows educational
institutions to encourage students to innovate while still embracing institutions and
paying attention to the vision and mission of Indonesian education to create quality
competitiveness in all fields (Sibagariang et al., 2021).

One of the Ministry of Education and Culture (Mendikbud) programs that is able to
improve the quality of student learning is the existence of driving schools. In a driving
school, there are five interventions that can advance a driving school quickly from 1-2
advanced stages in three years of academic learning. The benefit of this driving school is
to increase the teacher's ability to carry out learning because teachers will be trained
and accompanied, the driving school can also improve the ability of school principals to
carry out school management, optimize digital technology to improve the performance
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of teachers and school principals, as evidence of self-assessment and planning, and
increasing the capacity of supervisors so that they can assist school principals and
teachers in school management (Patilima, 2021).

Both in creating the curriculum and the actual learning process, teachers play an
important role in the independent learning process. Teachers need to be encouraged to
use their creativity and innovation when teaching (Daga, 2021). In order for
independent learning to foster creativity among students, it is absolutely necessary to
implement and improve the learning process.

In fulfilling activities to activate teachers, the Ministry of Education and Culture is
carrying out a teacher mobilization program which aims to empower teachers through
learning-centered learning. In students is also triggered by the independent learning
policy. As a facilitator of teaching practice for other teachers, discussing and
collaborating with teachers and other parties to improve the quality of learning, and as a
learning leader who contributes to the educational community to provide convenience,
driving teachers can fulfill their responsibilities as driving teacher learning communities
in schools and districts (Gustaman et al., 2020).

Children will enjoy studying in the PAUD unit because the independent school
learning curriculum does not need to use a rote memorization and calistung system
which is actually very incompatible with the PAUD unit education system because
essentially a child's world is the world of play. Independent learning in PAUD can also be
called independent play. If we relate the idea of learning to early childhood, namely
playing while learning, then the concept of independent play is very suitable for early
childhood education. Children will enjoy studying at PAUD.

The independent curriculum has many advantages compared to the previous
curriculum, starting from simpler and more in-depth content and structure. The material
in the independent curriculum is also more focused and relevant to children's
development stages because the content and structure are easier and more in-depth.
Learning activities are better organized, not rushed, meaningful and most importantly
fun.

More independence means that children can choose activities based on their
interests, teachers can teach children according to their stage of development and
abilities, and educational institutions can manage and develop learning based on the
characteristics of students and educational institutions. Independent learning is
delivered through project-based learning that is more interactive and relevant, giving
children more opportunities to investigate the character development and profile of
Pancasila students.

An independent curriculum (freedom to learn) in early childhood is the basis, both
curriculum basis and policy basis: 1) Minister of Education and Culture Regulation
Number 7 of 2022 concerning Content Standards for Basic Education, Secondary
Education and Early Childhood Education; 2) Minister of Education and Culture
Regulation Number 5 of 2002 concerning Competency Standards for Primary, Secondary
and Early Childhood Education Graduates; 3) Decree of the Head of BSKAP Number
008/H/KR/ concerning Independent Curriculum Learning Achievements in Early
Childhood Education, Basic Education and Secondary Education in 2022; 4) BSKAP
Decree No. 009/H/KR/ of 2022 of 2022 concerning Dimensions, Elements and Sub-
Elements of the Pancasila Profile in the Curriculum, 5) Guidelines for Implementing the
Curriculum in the Context of Learning of Recovery (learning recovery) in the Ministry of
Education and Culture Number 56 of 2022.
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In the project to strengthen the profile of Pancasila students, the learning and
assessment process is very flexible, and the results of the assessment are used as the
basis for play activities designed by teachers and parents to encourage them to play at
home. In addition, the assessment results are used as the basis for play activities
designed by teachers and parents to strengthen the role of parents as partners in
independent curriculum learning activities (Eka Retnaningsih & Khairiyah, 2022).

Depending on the readiness of the PAUD unit, the independent curriculum can be
implemented in stages. If the PAUD unit will carry out independent learning, the
education unit can implement part of the independent curriculum without changing the
existing education unit curriculum. PAUD education units can carry out independent
learning by creating their own learning tools.

To increase the profile of Pancasila students, the independent curriculum in early
childhood education is designed to include learning activities in project-based classes.
Children can achieve competencies outlined in learning outcomes through various
learning activities contained in learning outcomes (CP). The independent curriculum
reflects independent learning as a manifestation of free play as meaningful play that is
close to the child's immediate environment, such as the use of living creatures and
natural materials, which must be included in the preparation of independent play
activities. However, if the actual content cannot be used as a learning resource, learning
videos, technology such as YouTube, or books can complement it.

To achieve a Pancasila student profile that is in accordance with the Achievement
Level Standards in Child Development, the Pancasila student profile must be
strengthened. Because Pancasila is the basis of the Indonesian state, it is the
responsibility of every citizen to make Pancasila a guide to life and practice Pancasila
values in national and state life. The educational process is very closely related to
Pancasila. The explanation of Pancasila is not only explained but must also be
implemented in everyday life. Explanation alone is not enough to teach Pancasila values
to students, but Pancasila values must also be instilled in students so that they can be
put into practice.

In the decision of the Head of the Education Curriculum Standardization and
Assessment Agency, Ministry of Education and Culture Number 009/H/KR/2022 in
Indonesian education, the Pancasila student profile has six points or dimensions.
Regarding the dimensions, components and sub-components of Pancasila students for
students include: 1) trust, devotion to God Almighty, 2) independence, 3) mutual
cooperation, 4) global diversity, 5) critical reasoning, and 6) creativity. These Pancasila
students can be used by partners, especially educators and students, as a guide to
starting an educational experience.

The six dimensions of the Pancasila profile that define a Pancasila student must be
included in operational curriculum learning materials so that Pancasila values are
instilled in a child before he enters elementary school. An overview of Pancasila learning
in early childhood is provided through project-based learning. The project learning
themes have been determined by the Ministry of Education and Culture to be
implemented in PAUD units: (1) I Love the Earth, (2) I Love Indonesia, (3) Playing and
Working Together, (4) My Imagination (Aghnaita et al., 2022).

In designing project learning activities, the overall themes given by the Ministry of
Education and Culture to educational units can be further developed based on the actual
situation of educational units to make the objectives more specific. Early childhood has
an activity structure with three parts to achieve learning outcomes through play-based
learning activities. The three components of early childhood education (PAUD) learning
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outcomes are as follows: 1) religious values and character, 2) identity, 3) basic
knowledge of literacy, mathematics, science, technology, engineering and art.

The Ministry of Education and Culture has given each PAUD unit the option to carry
out independent learning, this is in accordance with the conditions and circumstances of
the school and in accordance with the readiness of the educational unit itself. The
process of compiling and structure of this independent curriculum is very clear.
Therefore, the 2013 curriculum has not completely disappeared but has been replaced
with an independent curriculum, the learning objectives have been replaced with
learning outcomes (CP), and the independent curriculum has several interesting aspects,
including the implementation of Pancasila which is listed as a national education goal in
Indonesia. This Pancasila student profile is the application of a separate curriculum to
connect it with aspects of achieving early childhood development, such as identity and
literacy, religious and ethical values, and STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts
and mathematics).

This independent curriculum is ideal for PAUD learning because it gives teachers
and students the freedom to develop their imagination and creativity through various
learning activities. Even though it is not easy to switch from the old curriculum to the
new curriculum, the aim of this curriculum is to fulfill the national education goal,
namely to make the nation's life smarter.

CONCLUSION

Starting from the basic framework and structure of the curriculum, it is necessary
to pay close attention to the idea of an independent curriculum that has been launched
by the Minister of Education and Culture, which has characteristics related to the
Pancasila student profile with the goals of Indonesian education, namely: (a) devotion to
God Almighty; (b) independence; (c) mutual cooperation; (d) global diversity;
(e) critical reasoning; (f) innovative and creative. Through the curriculum structure,
learning principles, assessment and learning outcomes, and the independent curriculum
refers to reference standards, namely the National Education Standards. In the
independent curriculum, the curriculum structure is linked to intracurricular activities
as a way to increase the profile of Pancasila students. There are also learning outcomes
that must be met in three elements, namely: personal identity, literacy and STEAM
foundations, and religious values and character.
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